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DINOSAUR HUNTER 
SAFARI! 

Monday, August 3
7:00 – 8:00 pm

See page 9 
for details.

OUTDOOR 
SUMMER CONCERT: 

THE DAY TRIPPERS 
Tuesday, July 28        

6:30 – 8:00 pm
See page 3
for details.AT THE LIBRARY!AT THE LIBRARY!

LIGHT UP YOURLIGHT UP YOUR

Summer



Programs for Adults
In-person (limit of two barcodes per registrant): Begins on Tuesday, July 7, at 6:00 pm 
Debit card, credit card, cash or check are accepted for in-person registration. 

Online: Begins on Tuesday, July 7, at 7:30 pm
Debit or credit card is accepted for online payment. 

Phone: Begins on Wednesday, July 8, at 9:30 am 

Programs for Children and Teens
In-person and online: Begins on Tuesday, July 7, at 5:30 pm 

Phone: Begins on Wednesday, July 8, at 10:00 am 
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ADULT PROGRAMS    

PROGRAM SYMBOLS
Food will be served that 
may contain allergens

Family program

Programs highlighting 
America’s 250th anniversary

=

=

=

Culture passes, Library of Things, and discount tickets are for Islip Library cardholders only.

PROGRAM REGISTRATION

Do you love heart-pounding suspense, shocking twists, 
and stories that keep you guessing until the final page? 
Join our new monthly thriller book club—Mystery & Mayhem! 
We will dive into a gripping thriller—from psychological 
suspense and crime fiction to mysteries and fast-paced 
action novels. Together, we’ll unravel plot twists, analyze 
unreliable narrators, debate suspects, and share our favorite 
jaw-dropping moments. Come for the suspense, stay for the 
lively discussion.

Visit our themed display cases and 
check out your next great read!

NEW THIS MONTH
• 	Generational Journeys 
	 (Large Print)
•	 Backlist Hits 
	 You Missed
•	 Read, Relax, Repeat
•	 Learning Made Easy

LIBRARY MARKETPLACE

MYSTERY & MAYHEM2026 Adult Summer 
Reading Club: America250
Saturday, June 27 – Friday, August 14 

Celebrating America’s 250th anniversary!
• 	Sign up in person, by phone 
	 (631-581-5933) or online 
	 through our website calendar 
	 at www.isliplibrary.org.  
• 	After you register, fill out 
	 book reviews for a chance to 
	 win one of three grand prizes! 
•	 Sign up the first week of Summer Reading Club 

and be entered into a special raffle.
•	 After submitting three book reviews, you will 

receive an invitation to the Summer Reading 
Club party on Tuesday, August 25th.

Mystery & Mayhem Book Club: 
The Marriage Lie by Kimberly Belle
Friday, July 17                    10:00 – 11:00 am
Join Librarian Kelly Harvey and discuss this 
suspenseful thriller about a woman who 
discovers her husband died in a plane crash—
only to learn he was on a flight he was never 
supposed to take. As she searches for answers, 
she uncovers shocking secrets that make her 
question everything she thought she knew 
about her marriage. Bagels will be served. Books will be 
available for checkout on Wednesday, July 1st.

Mystery & Mayhem Book Club:
The Last Thing He Told Me by Laura Dave
Saturday, August 29          10:00 – 11:00 am
Join Librarian Anna Howard and discuss this 
novel about a woman whose husband suddenly 
disappears, leaving behind a cryptic note 
urging her to protect his teenage daughter. As 
she searches for the truth, she uncovers secrets 
that challenge everything she believed about 
their life together. Bagels will be served. 
Books will be available for checkout on Saturday, August 1st.
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America250 Bingo Party 
Friday, July 10   
2:00 – 3:00 pm
Let’s kick off the summer with an afternoon 
of patriotic bingo and an ice cream party!

Senior Advocate 
Monday, July 13 	 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Registration is not required 
An advocate from the Suffolk County Office of the Aging will be 
available to answer your questions regarding senior programs, 
services, applications, referrals and more. Anyone with questions 
regarding services for seniors is welcome. This is a one-on-one, 
walk-in service. Please call ahead to confirm that there are no 
changes to the Senior Advocate’s schedule.

The Culper Spy Ring: The Lasting Legacy 
of Long Island’s Revolutionary Roots 
Tuesday, July 14                                	 7:00 – 8:30 pm 
Come explore the critical and covert role that Long Island 
played in America’s fight for independence. Kimberly Phyfe, 
Community Engagement Manager at Three Village Historical 
Society & Museum, will discuss the true story behind the Culper 
Spy Ring—a network of spies led by George Washington that 
operated in secrecy from Setauket to Manhattan.

Interval Workout with Joy 
Thursdays: July 16, 23, 30; August 13, 20 
Please note: No class on August 6.  	 9:30 – 10:30 am
Fee: $35
Joy Walker will lead the class in a low-impact interval training 
workout. Please bring a set of light hand weights to the class.

Colonial Cookery 
Thursday, July 16                       1:00 – 2:00 pm 
Join Chef Robert Dell’Amore for a demonstration 
and tasting of delicious colonial-style cookery.

Pasta Salad Party
Friday, July 17           
1:30 – 2:30 pm
Join us for a fun and flavorful pasta 
salad party! Bring your favorite 
pasta salad to share and sample 
a variety of creative and classic 
dishes prepared by talented Islip 
patrons. Please bring a copy of your recipe to share.

Defensive Driving 
Saturday, July 18 	 9:30 am – 4:00 pm
OR
Saturday, August 15 	 9:30 am – 4:00 pm
Fee: $25 check or money order payable to New York Safety 
Training Associates (NYSTA) due on the day of class.

Book Discussion: Montauk 
Monday, July 20            7:00 – 8:00 pm
Join Librarian Allison Franzese for an 
engaging discussion of Montauk by Nicola 
Harrison. This book transports readers back 
to the summer of 1938, when Montauk was 
just a humble little fishing town. Bea arrives 
hoping to escape New York City’s wealthy 
elite and find some peace by the sea—but 
with her husband having other plans, she’s 
drawn into new relationships and choices 
that could change everything. Snacks will 
be served.

JULY PROGRAMS

AUGUST PROGRAMS

Book Discussion: To Kill a Mockingbird
Saturday, August 1 	
10:00 – 11:00 am
Join Librarian Nancy Viggiano for an engaging 
discussion of To Kill a Mockingbird  by Harper 
Lee. This Pulitzer Prize–winning novel explores 
complex characters through the eyes of young 
Scout Finch, offering a profound look at empathy, integrity, and 
courage. Widely regarded as a timeless masterpiece, the book 
continues to leave a lasting impact on readers of all ages. 
Snacks will be served.

Diabetes Prevention Workshop 
Tuesday, July 21 	 6:00 – 7:00 pm 
Join Debora Rippel, Senior Public Health Educator from the 
Suffolk County Department of Health Services, for a one-hour 
PowerPoint presentation. Participants will learn about diabetes, 
including its risk factors, possible complications, and strategies 
for prevention. Diabetes continues to rise, with one in nine 
adults in the United States diagnosed with the condition. Eligible 
attendees will also have the opportunity to enroll in the free 
diabetes prevention program at South Shore University Hospital.

Mosaic Tray
Wednesday, July 22 	
6:30 – 8:30 pm 
Fee: $15 
Create this 10" x 8" American flag 
mosaic tray with artist Gabriella Grama.

Diamond Art Eagle Bookmark 
Monday, July 27            6:30 – 8:00 pm 
Whether you are new to diamond art or a 
seasoned “dotter,” join us for a relaxing evening 
creating diamond art bookmarks. The bookmark pairs 
perfectly with a fiction or non-fiction book about the 
Revolutionary War.

Young Washington – Rated PG-13
Tuesday, July 28                        9:30 – 11:45 am
Fee: $5

• 	Registration is required for every 
	 attendee to enter the theater.
• 	Patrons will meet at Sayville Theater, 
	 103 Railroad Ave., Sayville. The movie 

starts at 9:45 am.
Celebrate America’s 250th anniversary with fellow 
Islip Library patrons for a private showing of 
Young Washington! This is an inspiring historical 
drama that explores the early challenges, 
leadership, and defining moments that shaped 
George Washington’s path to becoming a founding figure in 
American history. A bag of popcorn and a 16-ounce drink will be 
provided to each attendee courtesy of the Islip Public Library.

Outdoor Summer Concert: The Day Trippers 
Tuesday, July 28 	 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Join us on our lawn for The Day Trippers, a Long Island 
Beatles cover band. This dynamic group will entertain you 
with an evening of the greatest iconic rock and pop songs 
ever written.

Fiber Artists Group 
Friday, July 31 	 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Join us for our first fiber artists group! Whether you’re into 
quilting, knitting, crocheting, macramé, or cross-stitch, bring 
your current project to the Library for a morning of crafting and 
conversation.
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TRIPS Please note that all trips are rain or shine. 

Fire Island Sunset Cruise Aboard the Island Spirit III
Date: Friday, August 28 
Time: 7:00 – 10:00 pm 
Fee: $90 per person 
Registration begins: Tuesday, July 7, at 6:00 pm
Registration ends: Tuesday, August 4, at 9:00 pm 
Please note: No refunds will be issued after Tuesday, August 4, unless your   
   seat can be filled by someone else.
Meet at Captree State Park at 6:45 pm. No parking fee collected after 
   6:00 pm.

•	 Relax and enjoy a breathtaking sunset and the beauty of the full moon 
(weather permitting) aboard the Island Spirit III as we travel along the 
Great South Bay, sailing out of Captree.

•	 We will enjoy a buffet dinner catered by Idle Hour Deli aboard the boat 
and a cash bar will be available.

•	 Enjoy live music as we navigate the waterways with local favorite, Tim Huss!
•	 Full menu details will be available on our online calendar beginning 

July 1st.

9/11 Memorial Plaza Bus and Walking Tour/Luncheon 
at Fraunces Tavern
Date: Saturday, September 19 
Fee: $175 per person 
Registration begins: Tuesday, July 7, at 6:00 pm 
Registration ends: Tuesday, August 18, at 9:00 pm 
Please note: No refunds will be issued after Tuesday, August 18, unless   	
   your seat can be filled by someone else.
Departure from Islip Library’s parking lot: 8:00 am 
Approximate return time: 6:30 pm
Itinerary: 

•	 We will pick up our tour guide, Jim Dykes, for a walking tour in the 
Financial District before we have lunch. Time permitting, we will stop for 
photos at the iconic Charging Bull statue.

• 	 At 12:00 pm, we will enjoy a Battalion’s Brunch Buffet at Fraunces Tavern, 
where George Washington bid farewell to his Continental Army officers 
on December 4, 1783. Full menu details will be available on our online 
calendar beginning July 1st. 

• 	 Following lunch, we will take a walk through the 9/11 Memorial Plaza. 
Time permitting, we will also take a short walk near St. Paul’s Chapel, 
known as The Little Chapel That Stood. Please note: We will not be 
going inside the 9/11 Museum on this tour.

• 	 Following the 9/11 Memorial Plaza, we will take a tour through the 
Oculus, a wing-like structure symbolizing hope, resilience, and rebirth 
after 9/11. We will end at Brookfield Plaza for some time on your own 
where we will take a restroom and snack break.

Hamilton on Broadway
Date: Wednesday, October 14 
Fee: $335 per person 
Pre-registration began: Tuesday, May 5
Please contact the Reference Department if you are 

interested in adding your name to the waiting list.
Registration ends: Wednesday, July 8
Please note: No refunds will be issued unless your 

seat can be filled by someone on the waiting list.
Departure from Islip Library’s parking lot: 9:30 am
Approximate return time: 8:00 pm
Itinerary: 

•	 Enjoy some time on your own in the Times Square area to have a quick 
lunch/snack before Hamilton.

• 	 Meet in front of the Richard Rogers Theatre at 	12:15 pm. Doors open 
at 12:30 pm. We will be sitting as a group in the center front mezzanine 
for a 1:00 pm matinee. The show runs for 2 hours and 45 minutes with a 
15-minute intermission.

• 	 At 4:30 pm, we will have a family-style dinner at Tony’s Di Napoli in 
	 Times Square. Full menu details are available on our online calendar. 

AUGUST PROGRAMS 
CONTINUED

Out of 
Rushmore’s 
Shadow
Tuesday, August 4 	
7:00 – 8:00 pm
Join us for this special 
presentation as 
storyteller Lou Del 
Bianco portrays his 
grandfather, Luigi Del Bianco, and talks 
about his unsung contribution as chief 
carver on our nation’s greatest memorial, 
Mount Rushmore. Lou uses authentic 
photos, timelines, and primary source 
documents to bring Luigi’s story to life.

Help at Home Long Island 
Monday, August 10 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Join Help at Home Long Island for a 
discussion about alternatives to facility 
living, ways to make home care more 
manageable, affordable home care 
options, and information on what insurance 
may cover.

Patriotic 
Ice Cream Cone 
Cake Pops 
Tuesday, 
August 11 	
7:00 – 8:00 pm
Fee: $8 
In this hands-on class, 
you’ll create adorable 
patriotic ice cream cone cake pops 
featuring delicious cake filling, a smooth 
chocolate coating, and festive red, white, 
and blue decorations.

Pulled Pork Sliders with a 
Red, White, and Blue Dessert 
Wednesday, August 12 	
2:00 – 3:00 pm
Join Chef Brian Adwar for a demonstration 
and tasting of honey barbecue pulled pork 
sliders with tricolor coleslaw. For dessert, 
Chef Brian will make an iced strawberry, 
lemon, and blueberry cake.

From Sea to 
Shining Sea
Tuesday, 
August 18 	
6:30 – 8:00 pm 
Fee: $12
Join Laurie Janowitz 
and create a coastal/
patriotic summer sign 
for America250.
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Reader’s Choice

The City in Glass by Nghi Vo
“The City in Glass tells the story of a 
demon named Vitrine in the city of 
Azril and an angel that destroys it. Built 
by Vitrine for a millennia, the people and city that 
she loved and watched over are reduced to ash by 
a group of angels. Grief-stricken, she traps one of 
the angels, cursing him with a part of herself that follows him forever. 
Shunned by his own kind, he returns to the very land he once helped 
burn. In the human world with their new status quo, Vitrine attempts to 
rebuild while he tries to atone for the city’s destruction and learns to fall 
in love with mankind and the devil herself.”~ Emmanuel Argueta

Librarian’s Choice

Gone Before Goodbye 
by Reese Witherspoon 
and Harlan Coben
“An international 
cat-and-mouse escapade, paired with 
an unsettling yet compelling exploration 
of artificial intelligence, makes this 
emotionally charged thriller stand out. With cinematic 
momentum and razor-sharp twists, it will keep you on the 
edge of your seat.”
~ Greg Klein

ON EXHIBIT
Display Case 

JULY
The Hidden Stitchers will showcase 
their delightful appliqué work for
the month of July.

AUGUST 
The Historical Society of Islip Hamlet will present a 
community-themed display for the month of August.

Gallery Hallway 
Historical photos of the village of Islip 
and its townspeople will be featured 
during the months of July and August.

SUMMER TOUR 2026!
• 	Pick up a 
	 Summer Tour 

booklet at the 
Library and 
then visit public 
libraries all around 
Suffolk County 
from Wednesday, 
July 1st through Monday, August 31st.

• 	Find the Prehistoric Creature poster at 
each library and place a corresponding 
sticker in the provided space.

• 	Find the Stamp Station at each library 
to receive a stamp and a collectable 
Prehistoric Creature trading card.

• 	Enter raffles at the 5th, 15th, and 25th 
libraries you visit for a chance to win 
prizes. After your 25th library visit, 
earn the official title of Summer Tour 
Library-saurus and receive a special 
commemorative patch! 

	 While supplies last.



6

BEYOND THE BOOKS

DOWNLOAD & STREAM

CULTURE PASSES 
The Library has culture passes that grant you 

entrance into museums and parks for free. Prior to 
your visit, contact the location for hours of operation. 

9/11 Memorial & Museum • Children’s Museum 
of the East End • Cradle of Aviation • Empire Pass  
Fire Island Lighthouse • Intrepid Sea, Air & Space 

Museum • Long Island Children’s Museum  
Nassau Firefighters Museum • New York Transit 

Museum • Old Westbury Gardens • Sagtikos Manor 
Waterdrinker Family Farm & Garden (Manorville)

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR 
MORE INFORMATION ON 
PASSES AND TICKETS.

DISCOUNT TICKETS

• Half-price ticket 
vouchers to 
the Gateway 
Performing Arts Center of Suffolk County

• Long Island Aquarium  
   $41.50 - Adults
   $29.50 - Children/Seniors 

•	Splish Splash — Please email us 
	 at reference@isliplibrary.org, call 
	 us at 631-581-5933, or stop in at
	 the Adult Reference Desk for the 
	 discount code to purchase tickets for $44.99 each. 

LIBRARY OF THINGS
Scan the QR code or go to www.isliplibrary.org to 

see our entire Library of Things collection.

CHECK THESE OUT! 

Pickleball Set

ISLIP LIBRARY APP 

Take the 
Islip Library 
everywhere 

you go!iPhone users 
scan this QR Code

Android users 
scan this QR Code

•	Whale Watching: May 23 – September 14
	 $75.00 - Adults 
	 $30.00 - Children 
	 Show your Islip Public Library 
	 card at the Reference Desk and 
	 pick up a flyer with a promotional code for the 

specific date you plan on taking the tour. This code 
can be used to purchase your tickets online from 
the Viking Fleet website for a discounted price. 
Please call the Adult Reference Desk at 631-581-
5933 for complete details. *Subject to availability.

Horseshoes

Cornhole
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RUNNING LATE TO YOUR PROGRAM?  CALL AHEAD TO SAVE YOUR SPOT!

If you do not want us to use a photo or video of your child, please notify a librarian.

SCAVENGER 
HUNTS

PLEASE SEE PAGE 2 FOR 
PROGRAM REGISTRATION 
INFORMATION

July 1 – 20:
Picnic Food

July 21 – 31:
Find the 
Library Fish

August 1 – 31:
Turtle Time

Children’s 
Programs  

Children’s Summer Reading Club 2026: Unearth a Story 
Saturday, June 27 – Thursday, August 13
Ages infant – entering grade 5

•	 Register at the Children’s Desk until Thursday, August 13.
• 	 For children entering grades 1 – 5, read books and comment on them at the 
	 Children’s Desk anytime we are open from Monday, June 29 – Thursday, August 13 
	 to earn prizes.
•	 For our younger guests (ages infant – entering kindergarten), simply let us know 
	 how many books you have read to earn prizes.
•	 Earn an invitation to attend our Dino Discovery Festival on Friday, August 14. 
•	 Enter raffles until Thursday, August 13 for a chance to win BIG prizes.
•	 Child or parent/grandparent must have a valid Islip Public Library card to register for the Summer Reading Club.
•	 Ask about our Summer Adventure Packets for all children ages infant – entering grade 5 to take with you on the go!

MOVIES
Movie registration: 

1.	 You may register for one 
of the two movie options 
listed.

2.	 Registration is required 
for every attendee, infant 
to adult, to enter the 
theater.

3.	 When registering, please 
enter the number of 
adults in the special notes 
field.

4.	 Both movies are being 
shown at South Bay 
Cinemas at 495 Montauk 
Highway, West Babylon.

5. 	A movie ticket, small 
popcorn and a drink will 
be provided to each 
attendee courtesy of the 
Islip Public Library.

Special thanks to: White Post Farms, Adventureland, Long Island Ducks, Harbes Barnyard Adventure, L..I. Salty Kids 
Cove, Waterdrinker Family Farm, CM Performing Arts Center, Splish Splash, and LUSH Fresh Handmade Cosmetics 
(Huntington Station - Walt Whitman Mall location).

Minions & Monsters - Rated PG
Wednesday, July 8              
6:45 – 8:30 pm
Movie starts at 7:00 pm
Ages 36 months – 11 years with 
adult caregiver
The Minions are determined to find 
frightening creatures to star in their 
1920s Hollywood monster movie. After 
the monsters are unleashed, the Minions 
must team up with a new green creature 
to save the planet!  
 
Moana - Rated PG
Wednesday, July 15    
9:45 am – 12:00 pm
Movie starts at 10:00 am 
Ages 36 months – 11 years with 
adult caregiver
In Disney’s live-action reimagining of 
the Oscar®-nominated animated classic, 
Moana answers the Ocean’s call and 
journeys beyond Motunui’s reef with the demigod Maui to 
restore prosperity to her people. 
 



Patriotic Pop-up Palooza
Registration is not required
Friday, July 3  	 10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Ages 24 months – entering grade 5 with caregiver
Celebrate the 250th anniversary of America with crafts galore!

Minions & Monsters - Rated PG
Wednesday, July 8  	 6:45 – 8:30 pm
Ages 36 months – 11 years with adult caregiver
Please see page 7 for details.

Musical Mother Goose
Thursday, July 9  	 10:00 – 10:30 am
Ages infant – 24 months with caregiver
Have fun with songs, fingerplays, rhymes and more using puppets 
and props.

Muddy and Not-So-Muddy Buddies
Monday, July 13, 10:30 – 11:15 am OR
Tuesday, August 4, 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Ages 24 months – 5 years with caregiver
Please register for one session.
Join us outside, wearing clothes that can get messy, while we play 
with dirt and do other messy things. Non-messy activities include a 
rotating variety of activities such as a nature scavenger hunt, kinetic 
sand play, a STEM station, and a nature-themed craft (may or may 
not be messy). In case of rain, the Library will contact registrants 
with an alternate date.

Sensory Storytime 
Tuesday, July 14  	 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Ages 36 months – 9 years with caregiver
Come join A Time for Kids for this unique storytime for families 
who would benefit from a multi-sensory experience at the Library! 
A safe and non-judgmental environment will be provided where 
children are encouraged to actively participate in songs, stories, 
and sensory bins as they move about the room and meet other 
children from their community.

Moana - Rated PG
Wednesday, July 15  	 9:45 am – 12:00 pm
Ages 36 months – 11 years with adult caregiver
Please see page 7 for details.

Dinosaur Sound Lab 
Thursday, July 16   	 4:30 – 5:30 pm 
Entering grades 3 – 5 
How did Jurassic Park create the Tyrannosaurus rex roar? What did 
a Parasaurolophus—the “trombone dinosaur”—actually sound 
like? Join Reprise Music as we explore where paleontology meets 
acoustics. Create your own dinosaur vocalizations by building PVC 
“Parasaurolophus pipes”.

Shining Sun Stones 
Monday, July 20  	 6:30 – 7:15 pm 
Entering grades 3 – 5
Step into a sun-sational 
adventure with Miss Jade as 
you create your very own sun 
mosaic garden decoration. 
Use bright acrylic paints to 
mix, match, and make dazzling 
patterns that truly shine. Take 
your masterpiece home to 
display indoors, or in your 
garden, and let your creativity 
glow brighter than the sun!
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JULY PROGRAMS How I Became a Pirate 
Tuesday, July 21  	
6:30 – 7:45 pm
Ages 24 months – 
11 years with caregiver
Sail off on a fantastic musical 
excursion when a band of 
comical pirates land at North Beach looking for an expert 
digger to join their crew. Braid Beard and his mates enlist 
young Jeremy Jacob as they look for the perfect spot to bury 
their treasure. Jeremy finds that adventuring can be lots of 
fun but also learns that love and home are treasures you can’t 
find on any map! The whole family will love this delightful 
and swashbuckling musical adventure presented by the CM 
Performing Arts Center.

Tic-Tac-Toe Time
Wednesday, July 22  	 3:00 – 3:45 pm
Entering grades 1 – 3
Let’s create our own travel-sized version of this classic game! Play 
against your friends to see who will be the first to get three in a row. 
Dress for a mess.

Family Bingo
Thursday, July 23  	 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Entering grades K – 5 with caregiver
Looking for something to do with the family? Join us for a fun 
evening playing bingo!

Birds of a Feather
Friday, July 24
Ages 24 months – 5 years with caregiver 	 2:30 – 3:15 pm
Entering grades K – 5 	 3:30 – 4:15 pm
Get ready for a feather-filled farm adventure! In this fun and 
interactive program, we’ll compare two popular farm birds—ducks 
and chickens—from the Suffolk County Farm while learning what 
makes each one special. Discover it all through stories, activities, 
and plenty of farmyard fun. Best of all, our special guests—a real 
duck and chicken—will be stopping by for an up-close visit. Cool 
fact: Chickens are the closest living relatives to the Tyrannosaurus 
rex dinosaur!

Brain Freeze Creations 
Monday, July 27  	
3:30 – 4:30 pm OR 5:15 – 6:15 pm
Entering grades K – 5 
Please register for one session.
Ice cream is more than a sweet 
indulgence—it has nutritional value and an 
interesting history. Learn how to make ice 
cream the old-fashioned way—by hand 
cranking! Sample the fruits of your labor. This program is presented 
by the Suffolk County Farm.

Purple Chair Storytime
Registration is not required
Tuesday, July 28               
10:30 – 11:00 am
Ages infant – 5 years with caregiver
Gather around the purple chair for stories, 
songs and smiles!

Butterfly Storycraft 
Tuesday, July 28  	
5:30 – 6:15 pm
Entering grades K – 2 with caregiver
Fly over to the Library to listen to silly stories 
about our butterfly friends. Afterwards, we 
are going to make our very own butterfly 
wings!



AUGUST PROGRAMS

Kids’ KornerKids’ Korner
Book Talk

Dinosaur Hunter Safari!
Monday, August 3	 7:00 – 8:00 pm
Ages 48 months – 11 years with caregiver
Who LOVES dinosaurs? Professor Livingpebble (David Engel) 
does! Get in touch with your inner T. rex and embody reptiles 
big and small, carnivore or herbivore, while enjoying comic 
antics that are anything but fossilized. This program features 
creative-dramatic audience participation, brain challenges, 
slapstick comedy, magic, bubble-play, amazing sound effects, 
and eccentric props. Slither, fly, or stomp to the Library, and join 
this nutty professor on a DINO-SAFARI! Wear safari or dino-
dig attire if you wish.

 
My First Book Club 
Thursday, August 6	 10:30 – 11:00 am 
Ages infant – 24 months with caregiver   
Read along and sing songs together during an interactive lapsit 
storytime. Each registered child will receive a board book to keep. 
 
Chess Club
Thursday, August 6	 6:30 – 7:30 pm 
Entering grades K – 5
Learn key strategies from a chess master from NY Chess Academy 
in this introduction to chess.

Art for Two: Mr. Crabby 
Monday, August 10    6:30 – 7:15 pm 
Entering grades K – 5 with caregiver
Join Kathy Reccardi for a special collaborative 
painting program designed for one caregiver 
and up to two children. For larger families, you 
can register additional school-age children, 
up to two children per canvas. Together, you’ll 
create a shared masterpiece and lasting memories!

Finger Paint Fun 
Tuesday, August 11 	 6:00 – 6:30 pm
Ages infant – 5 years with caregiver 
Join us as we paint away the time using our fingers, stencils, rollers 
and more. Veggie Baby finger paints are available for our youngest 
guests. Dress for a mess.

Dino Days
Wednesday, August 12	 4:45 – 5:45 pm OR 6:00 – 7:00 pm
Ages 18 months – 5 years with caregiver
Please register for one session.
Join A Time for Kids in this family-friendly preschool program. 
Activities include music, movement, fine and gross motor 
development, and storytelling. Create a dino-themed craft.
 
Thingamajig Thursday
Thursday, August 20	 6:00 – 7:00 pm
Ages 48 months – 11 years with caregiver
Get creative and make any thingamajig you want using our craft 
supplies!

The One and 
Only Ivan by 
Katherine Applegate
“My favorite book is 
The One and Only 
Ivan because it is 
about animals. There 
was a sad and really 
good part. The ending was nice, 
because the animals went to the 
zoo.” ~ Connor Romeyk, Grade 5

THEY DID IT!
CONGRATULATIONS TO CHRISTOPHER, 
AYAT AND OLIVER FOR READING 
1000 BOOKS BEFORE 
KINDERGARTEN WITH 
THEIR FAMILIES!

CHRISTOPHER AYAT OLIVER
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BOOK TALK
STAFF PICKS

Murray the Viking 
by Adam Stower
Recommended 
for ages 
6 – 8 years
“Murray the cat 
reluctantly joins his 
best friend on an 
adventure full of 
surprising trolls, really long longships, tasty snacks, and 
plenty of magical mishaps!” ~ Ms. Katie

Puzzle Party
Wednesday, July 29  	 3:00 – 3:45 pm
Entering grades K – 2 with caregiver
Please register one child per family and include any additional 
children in the special notes field.
Race against the clock to complete a 100-piece puzzle with the 
whole family! The first team to finish will earn the grand prize.

Dino-mite Cookies
Thursday, July 30  	 5:30 – 6:15 pm OR 6:30 – 7:15 pm
Entering grades 1 – 5
Please register for one session.
Join Sugar Island Bake Shop for a dino-mite cookie decorating 
class. Create your own edible scene with two dinosaurs and a 
dinosaur egg using icing, candies and cookies.
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• 	Who can participate? Any teen 
entering grades 6 through 12! Once 
registered, you have until your high 
school graduation to complete the 
100 Book Reading Challenge. 

• 	100 books read = spot on our 
“Shelf of Fame,” and your picture in 
our newsletter. 

• 	Visit the Reference Desk to receive 
your starter pack. Log your reads on 
the challenge sheet and earn prizes 
along the way. For every 20 books 
read, you will receive a prize. 

JULY PROGRAMS  

BIRTHDAY BOXES   
Teens can stop by on their 
birthday or anytime 
during their birthday 
month to pick up a 
special celebratory 
treat. 

VACATION BAGS!   
Available: Wednesday, July 1 – Saturday August 29
Are you going on a road trip or a vacation this summer  
and want something fun to do? Stop by the Teen 
Department to pick up a Vacation Bag! Each bag will 
be filled with snacks, a drink, and some fun items to 
keep you busy in the car, at the beach, or even on an 
airplane. While supplies last.

TEENSHIP BOXES  	
The next set of Teenship boxes 
will be given out on Tuesday, 
September 1st. Registration for 
these boxes will begin on Saturday, 
August 1st.  The theme for 
September is “Back to School.”

Suncatchers
Monday, July 13                               
7:00 – 8:00 pm
Entering 
grades 6 – 10
Get creative and 
make your own 
colorful suncatcher. 
We’ll be using bright 
pieces that sparkle in 
the sunlight, so you’ll be able to hang yours 
in a window, car, or anywhere the sun hits. No 
experience needed—just come ready to relax, 
create, and have fun!

National 
Ice Cream Day! 
Thursday, July 16 	
6:00 – 7:00 pm
Entering grades 6 – 10
Celebrate National Ice 
Cream Day with games, 
trivia, and of course, ice 
cream!

TEEN      
    Programs

For Teens in 
Grades 6 – 12

SEE PAGE 2 FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Summer Reading Club 2026: America Turns 250! 
Saturday, June 27 – Wednesday, August 26

• 	Sign up in person, by phone (631-581-5933) or online 
	 through our website calendar at www.isliplibrary.org. 

• 	There will be many fun programs to do and prizes to win, 
	 so be sure to register for summer fun! 

Summer Fun 
Wednesday, 
July 22  
3:00 – 4:30 pm
Entering 
grades 6 – 10
Join us for a 
fun afternoon 
of outdoor 
games, crafts, ice pops and more.

Mini Golf
Thursday, July 23       6:00 – 8:30 pm
Entering grades 6 – 10
Join Ms. Kelly for a round or two of 
mini golf at Sayville Falls Mini Golf 
Course. Please note: Teens will meet 
at Sayville Falls Mini Golf Course 
(30 Hanson Place, Sayville) at 
6:00 pm. Teens are advised to bring 
cash if they wish to purchase snacks 
and drinks.
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BOOK TALK

LIBRARIAN’S CHOICE
The Summer of Second Chances 
by K. L. Walther
“Inspired by her 
grandmother’s 
memories of Martha’s 
Vineyard, Olivia begins 
a summer of self-
discovery, romance, 
and new experiences.”
~ Kelly Harvey

TEEN’S CHOICE
Looking for Alaska
by John Green
“This is a beautiful 
coming of age story 
full of love, new 
adventures, and 
heartbreak. This 
story highlights the 
experiences of Miles as he embarks on a journey at his 
new school. We see the twists and turns as he navigates 
new friendships and challenges. I would recommend this 
book because it really tells the story as if a teenager wrote 
it themselves and it sends a message that I believe many 
people should hear.”
~ Shea Alfano

Candy Wars 
Monday, August 3        6:00 – 7:00 pm
Entering grades 6 – 11
Join Creatology Kidz and battle against 
each other in our first ever “Candy Wars.”

Summer Bracelets
Monday, August 10  	 7:00 – 8:00 pm
Entering grades 6 – 10
Bring your creativity for a fun night of making bracelets perfect 
for the summer. Using colorful beads, letters, and seashells, you’ll 
get the chance to make your own unique bracelets for yourself or 
a friend.

Patriotic Ice Cream Cone Cake Pops
Tuesday, August 11        5:30 – 6:30 pm
Entering grades 6 – 10
Join Fanny Cakes and create 
your own patriotic cake pops!

Mini Canvas Art
Thursday, August 13       6:00 – 7:00 pm
Entering grades 6 – 10
Join Ms. Anna and paint your own mini 
masterpiece.

Summer Reading Club Finale
Thursday, August 27  	 6:00 – 7:30 pm
Entering grades 6 – 12
Celebrate the end of our Summer Reading Club with a fun night 
of pizza and bingo! Snacks will also be served. Summer raffle 
baskets will be raffled off too (winner does not have to be present 
to win).

AUGUST PROGRAMS  

JULY PROGRAMS CONTINUED VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM  

For entering grades 6 – 12, unless otherwise specified.  

COMMUNITY SERVICE STATION  
If you need community service hours, stop in the teen room 
at our Community Service Station for opportunities to earn 
hours all year long including: letters to veterans, bookmarks, 
and cards for hospitalized kids. 

Tote Bags
Thursday, August 20	 6:00 – 7:00 pm 
Entering grades 6 – 11
Help us make fall/holiday season-themed tote bags to give to 
our patrons. Teens will earn one hour of community service. 

Book Recommendations 
Calling all teens!  Are you 
interested in reading teen books 
and writing a review for your 
peers? Teens can choose any 
book from a curated collection 
of new titles. Guidelines are 
available at the Reference Desk.
Teens will earn two hours of 
community service credit for reading a book and giving a one-
page review.   

Dungeons & Dragons
Saturday, July 25     	 2:00 – 4:00 pm
Entering grades 6 – 10
Join Quest Masters Guild and spend the afternoon playing D&D.

Road Trip: USA Edition 
Monday, July 27   	
11:00 am – 12:00 pm
Entering grades 6 – 10
Join Ms. Stephanie for a road trip across 
the USA! Taste popular snacks and 
treats from different states.

National Girlfriends Day
Thursday, July 30  	 6:00 – 8:00 pm
Entering grades 6 – 11
Come in your pajamas, watch a girly movie and enjoy some 
yummy snacks!

Birthday Bingo Bash!
Wednesday, September 2       6:00 – 7:00 pm
Grades 6 – 10 
Come help Ms. Kelly celebrate her birthday 
early with a few rounds of bingo, cupcakes 
and a surprise or two!
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FROM THE HELM
 Mary Schubart, Library Director

The Islip Public Library does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, ethnicity, sex, religion, age or 
disability in employment or the provision of service.

Telephone:  (631) 581-5933
Website: www.isliplibrary.org

Scan the QR code for access to our website.

      Find us on: Instagram and Facebook

A New Library for a New Government
During the course of the War for Independence, Congress 
had difficulty securing funds to pay troops, and more than 
one regiment mutinied over unpaid salaries. The most 
dangerous of these mutinies occurred in Philadelphia in 
1783, the final year of the Revolutionary War, when about 
300 Pennsylvania soldiers marched into the city. Mutineers 
surrounded Independence Hall where Congress was in 
session and demanded their wages, in some cases making 
their point with the actual points of bayonets on the chests 
of delegates. The mutiny was suppressed with threats of 
firing squads, but Congress felt unsafe and set off for new 
cities—first Princeton, NJ and later Annapolis, MD. 

With Congress on the run, the Library Company of 
Philadelphia’s book collection was no longer on hand for 
delegates. James Madison suggested that 300 books be 
secured as a congressional library. This recommendation 
was not taken, but it was the first attempt to create a library 
for members of Congress. Following the Revolutionary War, 
the Philadelphia Library Company and the New York Society 
Library served the needs of Congress when delegates were 
meeting in those cities (each serving as the young nation’s 
capital for a time). 

71 Monell Avenue, Islip, NY 11751-3999 
(631) 581.5933  •  reference@isliplibrary.org

Library Hours 
Monday – Thursday:  9:00 am – 9:00 pm
Friday & Saturday:  9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
*Hours are subject to change.

Holiday Closings
Saturday, July 4

Board Meetings 
2nd Thursday of the Month at 6:30 pm

Board of Trustees 
Madeline Hanewinckel, President
William D. Wexler, Esq., Vice President 
Nora Berlin • Christine Scibelli 
Francis Flynn

Library Director  Mary Schubart           

Newsletter Editor  Diane Darcy

In 1800, President Adams approved legislation to move the capital 
from Philadelphia to Washington, D.C., and the same legislation 
authorized the formation of the Library of Congress with a 
collection of books necessary for use by Congress and a suitable 
apartment for holding them. Five thousand dollars was budgeted 
for books, and a congressional Joint Committee on the Library was 
formed, which is Congress’s oldest continuing joint committee. 

When Thomas Jefferson became President in 1801, he made 
frequent suggestions for book purchases. In 1802, he signed a 
bill that created the office of the first Librarian of Congress and 
appointed John Beckley, who had managed his 1796 and 1800 
presidential elections, at a salary of $2 per day. That bill also 
extended book borrowing privileges to the President and Vice 
President, as the Library of Congress had previously been reserved 
for use by Congress.

During the War of 1812, the British set fire to the Capitol Building, 
and the Library of Congress, housed in a timber-framed room, 
went up in flames. In 1815, Congress authorized the purchase of 
Thomas Jefferson’s private library for $23,950 to restart operations 
of the Library of Congress, and the President at the time was 
James Madison, who had been the early advocate of establishing 
a permanent Library of Congress. The arrangement benefitted 
Jefferson, as he was deeply in debt, in no small part because of a 
lifelong hobby of building a massive personal book collection. 

After nearly 100 years of residing in the cramped Capitol, in 
November of 1897, the Library of Congress officially opened its 
first dedicated building to the public in a facility now known as the 
Thomas Jefferson Building. Today, the Library of Congress stands 
as our country’s oldest federal cultural institution. 


